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Research Survey Visit Report 
Date of submission : 28th February, 2020 
 
18 students and 3 faculty members of MM’s IMERT visited Jawhar and Mokhada taluk in Palghar district of 
Maharashtra, from 7th February to 18th February 2020. The visit was part of the project that is funded and 
sanctioned by the Tribal Research and Training Institute (TRTI), Government of Maharashtra, to the Center 
for Emerging Economies (CEE) of MM’s IMERT. The MOU was signed between MM’s IMERT and Tribal 
Research and Training Institute (TRTI), Government of Maharashtra, at MM’s IMERT. Hon. Prin. B.G. Jadhav 
Sir, Executive President, Marathwada Mitra Mandal, Hon. Shri. Kishor Mungale Sir, Secretary, Marathwada 
Mitra Mandal, Hon. Dr. Shriram Nerlekar Sir, Director, MM’s IMER signed the MOU on behalf of the Institute. 
Hon. Dr. Milind Jagtap Sir, Hon. Dr. Sunil Deshpande Sir, Hon. Shri. Talathi Sir graced the occasion. 
The project was launched formally on 7th January, 2020 at the hands of Hon. Prin. B.G. Jadhav Sir, Executive 
President, Marathwada Mitra Mandal, Hon. Smt. Nandini Awade Madam, Dy. Commissioner, TRTI, Hon. Dr. 
Rajas Parchure Sir, Officiating Director, Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics (Deemed to be 
University) and Hon. Dr. Shriram Nerlekar, Director MM’s IMERT, Hon. Dr. Jitendra Bhandari, Present 
Director Incharge MM’s IMERT in presence of all the faculty members and students of MM’s IMERT and Hon. 
Principals/ Directors of other MM Institutions.  
 
As per instructions of Hon. Dr. Shriram Nerlekar, the IQAC and the PPMC; the visit was planned from 7th 
February, 2020 to 18 February, 2020, considering further academic schedule and suitable climatic 
conditions. Accordingly due budget note was prepared and presented for approval through Director Sir, with 
his recommendation. Declaration forms and approval of parents of participating students were taken as per 
the guidance of Director Sir. All the teaching and non teaching staff of MM’s IMERT were formally 
communicated about the schedule and other arrangements with approvals of Director Sir, HOD, MBA first 
year coordinator. Approval for students of MBA - MMCOE was availed through the HOD, MBA – MMCOE.  
The lecture schedule for students participating in the visit was reorganized with approvals of In-charge 
Director, HOD MBA MMCOE and the MBA first year coordinator of MM’s IMERT 
Mr. Shailesh Mulay Office Superintendent, IMERT was formally roped in for arrangements of travel and 
insurance.  The survey team received funds from the Marathwada Mitra Mandal, which is to be adjusted 
from the grant to be received from TRTI. The project received guidance from Hon. Prin. B. G. Jadhav Sir, Hon. 
Shri. Kishor Mungale Sir and other Hon. Trustees of MM group.  Also worth mentioning the support and 
guidance was received from Hon. Dr. S. M. Deshpande Sir, Prin. MMCOE and all teaching and non teaching 
staff of IMERT and MBA – MMCOE. 
 
The objective of the visit was to gather data about tribal population related to their education, skill set, 
occupation, income, life style, culture and traditions. The project objective is to generate the sustainable 
lively hood for the tribal people based on the locally available resources and the skill sets. 
 
About 50 Students of IMERT and MMCOE directly or indirectly participated and supported the research 
survey. For visit the students were selected from among the MBA course first year students of IMERT as well 
as MMCOE. Majority of students belonged to Finance, Marketing, and HR specialization. The selection of 
students was made from a questionnaire and personal interview. The test and interview included the 
questions related to their research aptitude, social and general / business awareness, communication, 
teamwork and leadership, their past involvement and activities in the social spheres. 
 
Ms. Snehal Kulkarni, Faculty - MMCOE, to accompany girl students communicated her inability due to 
sudden illness. Also, Ms Pranjal Jadhav, Faculty - IMERT communicated her inability to join as she too 
couldn’t recover from her illness as she had thought. As there has to be a female faculty to accompany group 
of girls the visit planned for girl students was cancelled with the approval of In-charge Director Sir. Prof Dr. 
Uttam Sapate with the approval of In-charge Director Sir participated in the visit from 15th February to 18th 



February 2020 with his wife, son  & Ms Komal Dadas, Student Incharge of the Project Group through his 
personal vehicle. 
 
The Jawhar and Mokhada districts are major tribal areas in the western Maharashtra. There are different 
tribes like Thakur, Koli, Kokana, Warli, Katkari etc. The tribal population in the area is more than 90%. There 
were 14 sectors identified for the survey. The geographical area covered was about 1170 Sq. Km. The 
everyday trail of each student and faculty was about 10 to 14 Km. by walk. The students and faculty 
members worked for around 15 hours a day as the day used to start at 5 a.m. and conclude at around 10 
p.m. in the evening. The team worked in fluctuating climatic conditions over this period, experiencing cold as 
well as bright sun. The region is generally hilly with medium growth of grass, bushes and trees. Small clusters 
of the huts called ‘Padas’ in which the tribal live, are located randomly from a few to several kilometers 
apart. The road access is present but the conditions of road are not very good at some places, and some 
Padas are even not accessible by vehicles. The temperature of region ranged from pleasant 7 degree at night 
to about 35 degree in the afternoon sun, exhausting the surveyors trying to cover as much of planned area 
as possible. Sometimes the location required on foot journey from hill top to hill top or to the depth of a 
steep ravine. February is at the start of summer season, when local women folk wonder in quest of water, 
which may be found only at select places, kilometers far from Padas and at riverbeds deep down from their 
hilltop huts. 
 
Faculty and Management envisaged this activity as an opportunity for the ‘Project Based Learning’ for the 
students. Students were briefed about project objectives, visit objectives, and the outcomes expected. 
Having understood the unique and innovative opportunity for practical learning, students were full of 
enthusiasm and energy right from the start. They started working in groups for planning the sector visits 
during their 10 day visit. For the planning, students contacted government departments located at Jawhar 
and Nasik. Students also got in touch with the Anganwadi Sevikas in the sectors, about 5/10 each, for on the 
ground information. With this information and using the Google Map students planned day wise travel 
locations and kilometers, Padas and Tribes to target, and general local information regarding no. of Padas, 
population, road conditions, internal distances etc. This was very crucial for optimizing the travel time and 
safe journey in the minibus arranged by students for Pune to Pune journey. 
 
Students took several initiatives on their own, even before the start of their journey for the survey. Students 
put empty boxes in all the 4 MM group campuses in Pune and appealed the students, faculty and staff to 
donate stationary, toys, used garments etc. for donation. The material thus collected was about 12 full 
gunny sacks. Also students collected money voluntarily as their own contribution. With this own contribution 
students purchased the stationary items, books and notebooks at wholesale market in Pune, after a steep 
bargain. At several places on daily basis, the said items were distributed by students – toys for the children, 
stationary to the students, and clothing for every one of all age group and gender. The Joy and delight on the 
faces was an appreciation and bonus outcome for students beyond the planned ones. 
 
The whole hearted cooperation and important role of the Anganwadi Sevikas, and several local persons was 
felt by the students and they decided to reward them with a ‘Certification of Recognition’ for their selfless 
efforts. Also as a part of team building initiative students designed and made T shirts for their own use with 
the Name / Logo of Marathwada Mitra Mandal, IMERT and CEED. 
 
For the project outcomes to be innovative and sustainable, IMERT has collaborated with IIT Mumbai. The 
role of IIT is to develop the innovative product and process that can be manufactured locally by the 
beneficiaries. The products developed and manufactured will be marketed in and out of country at various 
platforms and channels with the resources and expertise available at IMERT. Two professors of IIT Mumbai 
joined the survey team on location for two days. During this time experts visited different Padas and talked 
at length with tribal artisans. They also conducted a session for students, as a module of the ‘Design 
Thinking’ course, for which the students will be certified by IIT and IMERT on the completion. After the 



session students are given practical assignments and small projects in the groups that will prove helpful for 
students in planning and development of product for their business. The assignment includes need analysis 
and market potential studies to be undertaken by student groups. 
 
The project team also received support from the government offices related to tribal development, located 
at Pune, Nasik and Mumbai. These offices provided valuable data, guidance and permissions required for the 
planning and execution of the survey schedule. During the visit students had opportunity to interact with the 
IAS officer, and the government Project Development Officers in the project area. The sessions were 
interactive and students asked questions related to career, government policies and programs, past results 
and future plans etc. The student team had visited various ongoing project sites locations during the visit. 
They interviewed the workers, supervisors present at the site e.g. Nalabandi, Gharkul, canal, bridge and road 
building, pipe laying work under MNREGA and such Govt. schemes.   This first hand observation and 
information gathered at the site and subsequent interaction with the higher officers imparted deep insights 
for the students regarding Government programs and execution. The question answer session focused on 
specific problems and Govt. programs for the tribal areas. 
 
There are many NGOs working in the project area, some even for 50 years. These NGOs generally focus on 
one area or aspects of tribal problems and development. Our team visited such NGO offices and their project 
locations for sharing of the valuable information and insights they gained through their work. The project 
sites of NGO included Central Kitchen facility for group of Ashram Shala, Plantation and poly house projects, 
Rainwater harvesting, Nala or Bandh projects, seed bank etc. Through such interactions the students were 
exposed to the sensitivity required for the work in social development and also the work culture in NGO 
sector. NGO sector is fast becoming significant in India, replacing/ augmenting the government and 
corporate efforts and seen as potential recruiters for students of professional courses like MBA. 
Also note worthy was the introduction of students to Self Help groups in the area. The SHG are found to play 
a significant role at the grass root level, carrying out the supporting activities for the NGO and Govt. schemes 
and programs. Students had a chance to talk with SHG members.  
 
The core part of the survey consisted of meeting and talking with tribal at their own place, understanding 
their life and environment, education and aspirations, traditions and social structures, development and 
challenges. Students worked together with the MMCOE Engineering students to develop an Android Based 
Mobile Application. Before leaving for the survey students developed, improved and tested the App. This 
App can work in on line and offline modes, a precaution necessary because of the remote Padas not being 
accessible by most of the networks in project area. Students recorded about 400 individual input data and 
125 community level data points through this application during the visit. This in itself is an achievement of 
student’s collaborative efforts and team work in meeting the project objectives. 
 
For 3 to 4 days before the scheduled departure date, every evening student counted, packaged and labeled 
the donation material. When distributing on the location, it proved to be very helpful as the volunteers could 
pick up the packaged and labeled garments, stationary or toys that are identified with age group and gender, 
without any trouble. The joy and satisfaction on the faces of people and their good wishes justified the 
sentiments of original donors from Pune, and the students who took pains to travel campuses, talked with 
student, faculty and in their social circles, and package the donations. 
 
Given the high standards for achievement and challenge of working for innovative social cause in unknown 
areas, boosted the moral of students. On the day of departure all students were ready at college campus at 
4.30 am, with personal and common luggage/ packages loaded on the bus. Earlier students had gone 
through traffic and travel arrangements and minute details. Our bus driver was an important part of team 
and counsel on the matters of routes, road conditions, time, and alternatives on group formation for the 
purpose of covering Padas scattered in all directions among the hills. It was towards the end of 10 day visit, 
that the students discovered the bus also had internal audio system and player. Throughout the tour the 



behavior and mindset of students showed different hues like - research explorer, curious data gatherer, 
active listener and sympathizer of problems, student of public policy and economic studies, etc. and above 
all a committed person to achieve the objectives. 
 
The routine was quite though. In order to leave the dormitories with lunch pack for the day in Tiffin, 
students had to get up not later than 5 a.m. in the morning. The dormitory provided comfortable night sleep, 
sanitary facilities, sumptuous breakfast and meals and picturesque surroundings. The auditorium with audio 
visual facility was used for the inputs from IIT experts, Government Development Officers, or interaction 
with local experts and researchers in the area of tribal development. When not very busy, students also 
enjoyed an inning of cricket on the ground. Every day after dinner, all gathered to exchange and narrate the 
day’s happenings, special mentions. It used to be the time to consolidate the days learning, and plan for the 
tomorrow. The faculty guided the students, asked for the health update, as some times students are not 
allowed to participate or permitted-on-request to remain behind and not be part of the day’s activities on 
medical grounds. 
 
Having achieved better than expected result in this phase, we are now preparing for the next phase of the 
project. In this stage the challenge is to identify and develop saleable products and their processes, and 
prepare the ground work for their production. The learning now shifts to the marketing and operations 
domains. We are dependent on many collaborators. Their input as well as cooperation, is essential for the 
success. We are confident about the ability of the students. They have learned much and showed 
exceptional abilities in gaining practical knowledge and developing skills through the exposure in this phase. 
To sum up, the phase one was uneventful, in the sense that everything went just about as planned. We look 
forward to the same feat of management learning and execution from the students in the coming days. 
 
Students have been thankful to the institute for such an opportunity to understand business from the core. 
Especially, many parents communicated their appreciation towards efforts put in by the institute for the 
holistic development of students. The work accomplished in this phase will enable students to generate 
output in the form of presentations, slide shows, project reports, research papers etc. We plan to create 
opportunities for the student to display their abilities and further built their capabilities. We thank everyone 
who directly or indirectly helped in our endeavor and to our students who made this possible.  
 
Report prepared by: 
Mr. Sachin Kshirsagar 
 
Report Submitted by – 
Mr. Sachin Kshirsagar 
Mr. Yogesh Jadhav 
Mr. Sandeep Hegade  
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SEBI sponsored “Commodities Derivatives Training” 

at Pandare, Baramati, Maharashtra  

 

IMERT has been accredited as Commodities Derivatives Trainer 

(CoT) by Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and as part of 

it seventh “Commodities Derivatives Training” program 

was  organized at Pandare, Baramati, Maharashtra. It was 

conducted on 24/11/2019 from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm.  

 

The venue for the program was R. M. Shah Sanskrutik Hall, 

Pandare, Baramati and farmers from the nearby villages 

participated. There were 65 participants for the program. 

Prominent participants were Sau. Swati Shingade, Vice-President, 

Maha-organic and Residue Free Farmers Association, Maharashtra 

State, Mr. Sunil Pawar, Director, Draksh Bagayatdar Sangh, 

Maharashtra State and many other dignitaries. 

 

With usage of Marathi language, the awareness on commodities 

markets was conducted for Wheat as commodity. 

 

In the beginning felicitation of dignitaries was done by offering 

flower bouquets. The opening brief on functioning of SEBI and 

commodities markets overview was provided by Mr. Sandeep 

Hegade. It was followed by commodities derivative training based 

on Wheat by Dr. Uttam Sapate. Mr. Abhay Shah proposed vote of 

thanks.   

 



The participation by the farmers inclusive of intellectual / 

responsible persons from Pandare was lively with interaction and 

question-answer session at the end of the program. 

 

This training program was to inform, educate and create awareness 

amongst farmers about commodity derivatives markets and was a 

great knowledge sharing experience. 

 

It was a free program for the participants and all of them were 

provided with snacks post the training session. This training 

program was financially supported by SEBI -Investor Protection 

Fund.  

 
Program on 24/11/2019 from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm at Pandare  

 



  

Participants at the program on 24/11/2019 at Pandare 

 

Mr. Sandeep Hegade provides brief on SEBI and introduction to 

Commodities 



 

Participants at the program on 24/11/2019 at Pandare  

 

Dr. Uttam Sapate providing Commodities Derivatives Training  



 

Mr. Abhay Shah proposing vote of thanks  

  

  
Felicitation and presentation of mementos   
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SEBI sponsored “Commodities Derivatives Training” 
at Andhalgaon, Pandharpur, Maharashtra

IMERT has been accredited as Commodities Derivatives Trainer 
(CoT) by Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and as part of 
it sixth “Commodities Derivatives Training” program was 
organized at Andhalgaon, Pandhargaon, Maharashtra. It was 
conducted on 27/08/2019 from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm. 

The venue for the program was Vitthal Rukmini Temple, 
Andhalgaon and farmers from the village participated. There were 
61 participants for the program. Prominent participants were Dr. A. 
G. Pujari, Economist, Mrs. S D Bhakare, Sarpanch of Andhalgaon 
and many other dignitaries.

With usage of both Hindi and Marathi languages, the awareness on 
commodities markets was conducted for Soybean commodity.

In the beginning felicitation of dignitaries was done by offering 
flower bouquets. The opening brief on functioning of SEBI and 
commodities markets overview was provided by Dr. Uttam Sapate. 
It was followed by commodities derivative training based on 
Soybean by Mr. Amol Meshram from NCDEX. Prof. Sandeep 
Hegade summarized and proposed vote of thanks.  



The participation by the farmers inclusive of intellectual / 
responsible persons from Andhalgaon was lively with interaction 
and question-answer session at the end of the program.

This training program was to inform, educate and create awareness
amongst farmers about commodity derivatives markets and was a 
great knowledge sharing experience.

It was a free program for the participants and all of them were 
provided with snacks post the training session. This training 
program was financially supported by SEBI -Investor Protection 
Fund. 

Program on 27/08/2019 from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm at Andhalgaon 



Participants at the program on 27/08/2019 at Andhalgaon

Dr. Uttam Sapate provides brief on SEBI and introduction to Commodities



Participants at the program on 27/08/2019 at Andhalgaon 

Mr. Amol Meshram providing Commodities Derivatives Training 



Prof. Sandeep Hegade summarizing and proposing vote of thanks 

Felicitation and presentation of mementos  
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